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ñIn Texas, there is no more important natural resource

than water. The conservation of our water resources

and the preservation of flowing rivers are critical for

both the people and the environment of our state.ò page 14 



Texasô climate gradientécreates a diverse 

system of springs, 

streams, rivers, lakes 

and estuaries. 



Groundwater: 

Source of Springs and River Baseflows
ÅSprings
ïSupport unique aquatic 

environments, including rare species

ïServe as a barometer of local aquifer 

conditions

ïRelatively inexpensive means of 

monitoring groundwater

ïProvide important baseflows to rivers

ÅRiver Baseflows
ïDependent on aquifer discharge

ïImportant component of 

environmental flow regime, including 

inflows to bays and estuaries

ïSupport habitats during dry periods



Flows that remain in the stream and provide 

for aquatic and riparian habitat; water quality 

protection; recreation; navigation; and 

freshwater inflows to bays and estuaries.

Environmental Flows:
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